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INSTRUCTIONAL 

FOCUS:  Active 

Student Engagement 

and Academic 

Language Production   

 

The benefits of limiting direct 

instruction time and 

increasing the amount of 

time students are 

participating in their own 

learning have been stressed 

by education experts for 

years.  Research indicates 

that:   

 Students can pay 

attention and focus on 

direct instruction for only 

1 minute per age of life 

(up to 12 min). 

 

 Every 2-10 minutes a 

student should be 

thinking, writing, or 

talking about their 

learning… in other 

words… doing something 

with what they are 

learning. 

 

 

 

One way of increasing 

student interaction with their 

learning is to incorporate the 

5 Learning Modalities when 

teaching whenever possible.   

 

The 5 Learning Modalities is 

based off of the intelligence 

needs of most students.  They 

are meant to help engage 

and solidify learning for 

students who are Auditory, 

Visual, or Kinesthetic 

Learners.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When providing direct 

instruction to your class, it is 

important to stop every 2-10 

minutes and implement an 

instructional strategy from 

one of the 5 Learning 

Modalities by asking the class 

to: 

 Think silently 

 Write 

 Draw  

 Summarize/think out loud 

with teacher 

 Summarize/think out loud 

with partner(s).   

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Exciting Student News!!! 
 

HRVHS Senior Logan 
“Maui” Glass Recognized 
as National Merit® 
Scholarship Semi-Finalist 
  

 

 

The National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation 
(NMSC) announced Hood 
River Valley High School 
senior Logan “Maui” Glass 
as a Semifinalist in the 60th 
annual National Merit  

 

 
Scholarship Program. This 
academically talented high 
school senior has an 
opportunity to continue in the 
competition for some 8,000 
National Merit Scholarships 



worth about $33 million that 
will be offered next spring. 
 

“I am extremely proud of 
Maui and what she has 
accomplished,” said HRVHS 
Principal Rich Polkinghorn. 
“Being recognized as a semi-
finalist is a testament to the 
hard work and dedication 
Maui has put into her 
education. Being placed 
within the top 1% 
academically in the state of 
Oregon is remarkable.  She 
is an amazing young lady.” 

About 1.4 million juniors in 
more than 22,000 high 
schools entered the 2014 
National Merit Scholarship 
Program by taking the 2013 
Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (PSAT/NMSQT), which 
served as an initial screen of 
program entrants. The 
nationwide pool of 
semifinalists, representing 
less than one percent of U.S. 
high school seniors, includes 
the highest-scoring entrants 
in each state. The number of 
semifinalists in a state is 
proportional to the state’s 
percentage of the national 
total of graduating seniors. 

To become a finalist, Maui 
was required to submit a 
detailed scholarship 
application in which she 
provided information about 
her academic record, 
participation in school and 
community activities, 
demonstrated leadership 
abilities, employment, and 
honors and awards received. 
As a semifinalist, Maui must 
have an outstanding 
academic record throughout 

high school, be endorsed 
and recommended by a high 
school official, write an 
essay, and earn SAT scores 
that confirm the student’s 
earlier performance on the 
qualifying test. Merit Scholar 
designees are selected on 
the basis of their skills, 
accomplishments, and 
potential for success in 
rigorous college studies, 
without regard to gender, 
race, ethnic origin, or 
religious preference. 

National Merit Scholarship 
winners of 2015 will be 
announced in four 
nationwide news releases 
beginning in April and 
concluding in July. These 
scholarship recipients will 
join more than 308,000 other 
distinguished young people 
who have earned the Merit 
Scholar title. 

 

 
 
 
HRVHS Seniors Annelise 
Acosta and Miriam Starrett 
Recognized as National 
Merit® Scholarship 
Commended Students 
 

Hood River Valley High 
School Principal, Rich 
Polkinghorn, announced 
today the names of students 
that have been recognized 
as National Merit® 
Scholarship Commended 
Students: Annelise Acosta 
and Miriam Starrett. A Letter 
of Commendation from the 
school and National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation, 
which conducts the program, 
will be presented by the 

principal to these 
scholastically talented 
seniors. 
 

“Annelise and Miriam are 
outstanding students with 
outstanding academic 
records. Both these young 
ladies are involved in school 
and community activities and 
are leaders on our campus. 
This commendation is a 
reflection of the dedication 
these students put toward 
their studies. I hope this 
recognition will help broaden 
their educational 
opportunities and encourage 
them as they continue their 
pursuit of academic 
excellence,” commented 
Principal Polkinghorn. 
 

About 34,000 Commended 
Students throughout the 
nation are being recognized 
for their exceptional 
academic promise. Although 
they will not continue in the 
2015 competition for 
National Merit Scholarship 
awards, Commended 
Students placed among the 
top five percent of more than 
1.5 million students who 
entered the 2015 competition 
by taking the 2013 
Preliminary SAT (PSAT.) 
 

 
 

HRVHS Seniors Annelise 
Acosta and Lucas 
Campos-Davis receive 
academic honor 

 
Two Hood River Valley High 
School students earned 
certificates from the College 
Board’s 2014-2015 National 



Hispanic Recognition 
Program (NHRP). Annelise 
Acosta and Lucas Campos-
Davis, both seniors at Hood 
River Valley High School, 
have been recognized.   
 
Hood River Valley High 
School Principal, Rich 
Polkinghorn said, “This is an 
excellent recognition for 
Annelise and Lucas. Both 
these students strive for 
academic excellence every 
day, and have done so every 
year they have been at HRV. 
Additionally, I am pleased to 
see the College Board 
recognizing Hispanic 
students for academic 
achievements.  Lucas and 
Annelise are outstanding 
honorees.”  
 

To be eligible for this honor, 
students must have taken 
the PSAT/NMSQT during 
their junior year, be of at 
least one-quarter 
Hispanic/Latino descent, 
achieve the minimum 
PSAT/NMSQT score (181 
this year), and achieve a 
GPA of 3.0 or higher by the 
end of junior year. 
 
The College Board’s 
National Hispanic 
Recognition Program 
identifies academically 
outstanding Hispanic/Latino 
high school students. Each 
year, the NHRP honors 
about 5,000 of the highest-
scoring students from over 
250,000 Hispanic/Latino 
juniors who take the 
PSAT/NMSQT. These 
students are from the United 
States, Puerto Rico, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, Guam, the 
Mariana Islands, and the 

Marshall Islands, as well as 
U.S. citizens attending 
schools abroad. 
 
The NHRP awards students 
in two categories, Scholar 
and Honorable Mention. The 
Scholar distinction indicates 
that a student has achieved 
a GPA of 3.5 or higher while 
Honorable Mention indicates 
a GPA of 3.0-3.49. Both 
Annelise and Lucas are 
recognized with the Scholar 
distinction. 
 

 
 
Hood River Academy 
Update 
 

Over the last several weeks, 
collaboration grant building 
liaisons received training on 
the LEGENDS evaluation 
rubric and the inTASC 
teaching standards.  This 
information is being rolled 
out to buildings over the 
coming weeks and you may 
or may not have already 
started to receive training in 
your building. 
 
The purpose in learning 
about the rubric and 
standards is to develop a 
greater understanding of 
how we are evaluated and to 
attempt to make the shift to 
teacher evaluation being 
meaningful and a 
professional growth process 
for educators. More 
information about the Hood 
River Academy will be 
available in the first week of 
November. 
 
 
 
Building liaisons are: 

 
Cascade Locks: Derek Gries 
May St: Kristi Van Dooren 
Westside: Nathan Smith 
Mid Valley: Peggy Dills-
Kelter 
Parkdale: Staci Schmidt 
Wy'east: Kate McGeeney 
Hood River Middle: Anne 
Marie Untalan 
HRVHS: Mandy Webster, 
Ted Cramer 
 

 
 

A Corner on Information 
 
Last month I introduced 
myself and my family, along 
with a couple of useful Web 
2.0 tools, Only2clicks.com, 
and Newslea. Something I 
did not mention regarding 
Newslea is that is very useful 
for teachers of ESL/ELL, 
since it has five different 
levels of the same news 
articles from third through 
twelfth grade. 

 

This is a picture of my Dad 
reading to me when I was 
about a year old. Some of 
my earliest memories are of 
my Dad, a teacher, reading 
to me while I played with 
blocks on the floor. Looking 
back, I think it was that early 
exposure to stories that got 
me to read, and read a lot. I 
read everything I could get 

http://www.only2clicks.com/
https://newsela.com/
https://newsela.com/


my hands on, Nancy Drew, 
Hardy Boys, The Three 
Investigators and more. As a 
result, I had an extensive 
vocabulary that allowed me 
to do well on most tests 
because I understood the 
questions. 
 
Vocabulary and 
Achievement 
 
When I was earning an ESL 
endorsement a few years 
ago, I learned that it takes 
68,000 words to successfully 
navigate through high 
school. Over the thirteen 
years students are in school, 
that’s an average of over 
5,000 words per year.  Even 
if you counted the years from 
about two through eighteen 
years of age, a total of 
seventeen years, that would 
still average about 4000 
words per year.  The most a 
classroom teacher can work 
on is about 10-15 words per 
week via direct instruction.  
With about 40 weeks of 
school, that is about 4-500 
words per year, one-tenth 
the amount of words they’ll 
need to understand to be 
successful through twelfth 
grade!  I would be interested 
in your ideas about how to 
develop an environment 
where students are able to 
build the necessary 
vocabulary to be successful 
in the school environment.  I 
am on the Hood River mail 
server as Mike Weidlich. 
 
E-Books Through Hood 
River Co. Library 
 
I have talked with several 
teachers at some of the 
schools who are interested in 

getting e-books.  I spoke with 
Buzzy Nielsen at the Hood 
River Co. Library, and he 
said that if you, or your 
students, have a Hood River 
Co. library card, you are able 
to access their online 
database of e-books!  To get 
to the e-book section, go to 
http://www.hoodriver.plinkit.o
rg/ > Resources > E-books 
and downloadable media > 
Library2Go > Account/Sign 
in (Select “LEO Listens – 
Libraries of Eastern Oregon).  
Then you will need to enter 
your library card and PIN, 
and you and your students 
will have access to over 
30,000 e-books, and 20,000 
audiobooks! 
 
Site-Specific Searches  
 
Have you ever tried to find 
some information on a 
website, but it doesn’t have 
the little search field 
anywhere to allow you to 
look for the keyword(s) you 
were looking for?  There’s a 
useful function that is not 
always well known, on 
Chrome, Yahoo, and Internet 
Explorer (IE), that allows you 
to do a search of the entire 
site.  This does not work on 
Firefox (FF), although there 
are other ways of doing the 
same thing on FF. The 
general syntax (the format of 
how to set up your request to 
tell the computer what you 
want to do) of how to do this 
is as follows:  keyword(one 
space)site:domain.com 
 
You can also put the 
keyword after the 
site:domain.com, like this:  
site:www.hoodriver.k12.or.
us curriculum 

(Notice that there is a space 
required after the URL) 
 
I have included a sample 
below of a search I did on 
the Hood River website 
below using the word 
“curriculum”: 
 

 
 
If you wanted to give this 
technique a dry run, try using 
your name and using the 
www.hoodriver.k12.or.us 
URL to run a search of either 
your first and/or last name.  
Also, if you want to include 
exact words, put the words 
or phrase in quotes. For 
example, if I wanted to 
search for my first and last 
name on the Hood River Co. 
School District domain, I 
would write it like this:  
“mike weidlich” 
site:www.hoodriver.k12.or.us 
 
This search will pull up all 
the instances on the Hood 
River domain that includes 
those exact words inside the 
quotes. 
 
Please let me know if you 
have questions or comments 
related to books, stories, 
libraries or other information 
resources that you would like 
help with, and I will do my 
best to support you and your 
students! 

http://www.hoodriver.plinkit.org/
http://www.hoodriver.plinkit.org/
http://www.hoodriver.plinkit.org/resources/research.html#ebooks
http://www.hoodriver.plinkit.org/resources/research.html#ebooks
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/


Neely Kirwan, Director of 

Curriculum & Instruction 

  
Neely.Kirwan@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  District Curriculum 

& Instruction, Assessment, 

Federal Programs  

 

Ask me for support with: 

 District curriculum materials 

 Instructional strategies to support 

the 6 Shifts in CCSS Literacy, 

academic language production, 

active student engagement, etc. 

 Federal Program Implementation 

 Professional Development planning 

and presentations 

 Assessment protocols 

 District Data information 

 

 

 

Julia Tengwall, C&I and 

Federal Programs 

 Admin. Assistant 

  
Julia.Tengwall@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 
Focus areas:  Federal Programs 

Bookkeeping, Team C&I 

Administrative Assistant 

 
Ask me for support with: 

 Indistrict credit 

 PDU certificates 

 ORELA reimbursement 

 District newsletter articles 

 Travel reimbursement related to 

professional development 

 Professional development 

registrations, reimbursements, and 

purchases 
 

 

 
 
Teachers Attend Northwest 
Math Conference 
 

Federal Title IIA Grant 
monies, which are targeted 
staff development funds, 
sent nine middle and high 
school teachers to attend the 
Northwest Math Conference 
last week.   Big names, like 
Jo Boaler and Dan Meyer, 
presented keynote 
addresses.  Sessions 
included  “Active and 
Interesting Function 
Activities that Highlight the 
Mathematical Practices,” by 
Chris Mikles, “Modeling 
Mathematics Using Problem 
Solving tasks,” by Andrew 
Stadel, “Motivating Students 
via Technology with Three 
Acts,” by Eric Milou, and 
many more.  If you’re a math 
teacher, look forward to an 
email or a PLC meeting 
coming soon to share some 
of nuggets learned. 
 

 
Some HRCSD Math teachers were 
photobombed by Dan Meyer. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet the C&I Team 
 

 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Neely.Kirwan@Hoodriver.k12.or.us
mailto:Julia.Tengwall@Hoodriver.k12.or.us


Jane Osborne, Math Coach    

 

Jane.Osborne@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  K-12 Math Support, 

PLC Support, Instructional 

Technology 

 

Ask me for support with: 

 All things Math--instructional 

support, assessment support, 

curriculum needs 

 Performance Tracker, EasyCBM, 

elementary report card,  tools to 

analyze data and inform instruction 

  iPad apps and technology to 

enhance learning 

 Oregon Kindergarten Assessment 

support 

 PLC process and student learning 

growth goal setting, Educator 

Effectiveness goal setting support 

 

Adam Howell, Collaboration 

Grant Coordinator 

  
Adam.Howell@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  Hood River 

Academy, Teacher Let Change 

In: Effective Evaluation, 

Professional Development, 

Career Pathways, and 

Compensation 

 

Ask me for support with: 

 PLC Support 

 How to get involved with Hood 

River Academy 

 Student Learning & Growth Goals 

 Purposeful integration of 

technology 

 All things Google 

 Blogging 

 

Mike Weidlich,  

District Librarian 

 

Mike.Weidlich@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  Library Collection 

Management, Promoting 

Reading, CCSS Support  

 

Ask me for support with:  

 Literacy promotion, enjoyment, 

and development 

 Finding more articles, books, or 

resources to support CCSS reading 

and writing in your classroom 

 Classroom, grade level, or unit 

resources 

 Resources (and how to teach) 

research and information literacy 

skills 

 Educational technology 

resources/applications 

 

Vickie Schmidt, Lit. Coach    

 

Vickie.Schmidt@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:   K-12 Reading 

Support, Instructional 

Technology, PLC Support 

 

Ask me for support with: 

  Wonders & Wonderworks 

Curriculum implementation 

 Adding more non-fiction reading 

and writing into your classroom 

 Instructional support and 

curriculum needs for reading 

 EasyCBM Assessments 

 RTI Supports and Implementation 

 Leveraging technology to motivate 

students 

 Using iPads in the classroom to 

build strong readers 

 

Kim Yasui, ELD Coach    

 

Kim.Yasui@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  Federal Programs, 

AVID, ELL, Migrant 

 

Ask me for support with: 

 How to support your ELL students 

in EVERY classroom 

 AVID school programs and how we 

can work together prepare more 

students for college and career 

success 

 Information about how Federal 

programs may impact your school 

 Ideas to increase parent 

involvement  

 

Tod Hilstad,  

Technology Director   

   
Tod.Hilstad@Hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Focus areas:  Assessment Data, 

Digital K-12 Math and Reading 

Support, PLC Support 

and Instructional Technology 

 

Ask me for support with: 

 Performance Tracker, EasyCBM, 

SRI, IXL, and other digital 

assessment setup and support 

 PLC teams data coaching 

 Teacher and Student access to 

digital content 

 Integrating Instructional 

Technologies in the classroom 

 Follow-up on Helpdesk Support 

 

 

mailto:Jane.Osborne@Hoodriver.k12.or.us
mailto:Adam.Howell@Hoodriver.k12.or.us
mailto:Mike.Weidlich@Hoodriver.k12.or.us
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